
Program Notes 
 

 
Three was commissioned by Mr. Mark Smith, a close friend of mine, for his 

extremely talented saxophone trio at Killian Middle School in Carrollton, Texas.  Mark drove 
his three saxophone students from Carrollton to the 2015 Houston Underground 
Saxophone Competition for the premiere of the work in which the trio placed 1st in their 
division.  Three is certainly not a “young ensemble” composition, and as I was writing it, I 
aimed to stretch the premiering group in very specific ways, at the request of the director – 
such as the creation of independent parts, many meter changes, sections demanding fast 
tonguing and a section with aleatoric entrances of a trill.  Additionally, Dr. David Maslanka’s 
Recitation Book for saxophone quartet was of particular inspiration to me in the creation of 
this work.   

Performance Notes 
 

I have an indication written in the first measure for “slow, progressive vibrato” – and 
I mean it!  My undergraduate trumpet teacher told me once that vibrato should be like a 
woman’s make-up – something you might not notice at first, but in successful application 
enhances beauty without overwhelming it.  M. 74-78 and m. 155-159 both include footnotes 
with further instructions, but generally my goal in these sections is to create random-
sounding entrances.  The goal of m. 74-78 and m. 155-159 is also to intensify, build 
excitement, and transition to either the next section or the end, respectively.  A performing 
group can try and play exactly what I have written in these sections, or can choose to make 
them quasi ad lib.  At m. 79, the quarter notes marked staccato should be given a generous 
length, like a “long lift.”  As always, please observe the tempo marking as closely as possible! 
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